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EARLY  EIISTORY  OF  WATERVLIET. 


SEVENTY- FIVE  years  ago  the  beautiful  valley  now  occupied  by  Watervliet  was  a  vast  unbroken  forest 
which  was  filled  with  all  kinds  of  game,  both  large  and  small,  among  which  were  large  numbers  of  deer, 
bear,  wolves,  wild-cats,  wild  turkeys,  pigeons,  etc.,  while  the  Paw  Paw  river  and  lake  contained  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  pickerel,  black  bass,  sunfish,  etc.  Upon  the  pretty  green  shores  of  the  Paw  Paw  were  to  be  seen  the 
picturesque  wigwams  of  the  Pottawatomies,  who  lived  chiefly  by  hunting  and  fishing.  The  first  civilized  settle¬ 
ment  made  in  Watervliet  township  was  in  1832  at  a  point  between  the  present  site  of  Watervliet  and  Coloma  vil¬ 
lages,  when  a  small  party  of  men  built  shanties  for  themselves  and  started  making  shingles.  They  floated  them 
shingles  down  the  river  to  St. 


Joseph,  and  as  there  was  a 
good  demand  for  them  the  in¬ 
dustry  grew  and  the  “Shingle 
Diggings,”  as  it  was  called, 
grew  to  quite  a  settlement. 

It  was  not,  however,  until 
1833  that  there  was  any  de¬ 
velopment  at  the  point  where 
the  village  of  Watervliet  now 
stands.  In  that  year  Sumner  &  Wheeler  built  a  saw-mill  on  Mill  Creek  where  the  paper  mill  now  stands. 


WATERVLIET  IN  1865. 


This 


sranus.  J-U  LUcil  ^  ..  -  *  ^ 

mill  was  run  profitably  for  about  a  year,  when  a  sudden  rise  of  the  river  did  them  such  extensive  damage  that 
the  mill  was  shut  down.  The  mill  then  stood  idle  until  1836  when  it  was  bought  by  Smith,  Merrick  &  Co.,  who 
brought  with  them  about  forty  laborers  whom  they  set  to  work  clearing  the  land,  built  a  new  dam  across  the 
river,  dug  the  big  ditch  which  the  paper  mill  now  uses,  and  also  built  a  new  mill,  a  part  of  which  was  used  as  a 
grist  mill.  The  mills  were  afterward  rented  to  a  man  named  Crocker  and  afterward  to  John  Stronner,  and  later 
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they  were  rented  to  James  Redding,  who  ran  them  until  about  1847,  when  they  were  bought  by  Isaac  Swain, 
The  mill  afterwards  changed  hands  several  times  until  finally  in  1893  it  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  the 
Sims  &  Dudley  paper  mill. 

The  first  store  in  Watervliet  was 
opened  up  in  1836  by  Smith  &  Mer¬ 
rick  at  the  time  they  bought  the  mill 
property,  and  was  called  “The  Mill 
Store.’’  This  store  changed  hands 
with  the  mill  and  was  the  only  store 
in  Watervliet  until  about  1847,  when 
James  Redding  started  the  store  known 
as  the  Variety  Store.  Redding  died 
in  1849  and  the  store  was  afterwards 
run  by  Clay  &  Ensign,  Ed.  Goodell 
and  others. 

Aside  from  being  a  fruit  belt  and 
resort  center,  Watervliet  has  several 
manufacturing  industries.  There  is 
the  Brown  &  Thompson  planing  and 
saw  mill,  the  E.  E.  Baughman  feed 
mill.  Smith  &  Son  ice  cream  factory,  the  Watervliet  Creamery,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  creameries  in  the  State, 
being  fitted  with  all  the  latest  improvements  and  turning  out  the  highest  grade  of  butter.  We  also  have  a  cement 
block  plant  and  grist-mill,  mentioned  on  another  page,  and  a  large  paper  mill  which  employs  about  one  hundred 
people,  the  weekly  pay-roll  being  about  $1,000.  This  mill  was  built  in  1893  by  Sims,  Dudley  &  Co.  who  ran  it 
until  1899,  when  they  sold  it  to  the  American  Writing  Paper  Co.,  who  are  still  running  it. 


MAIN  STREET 


Although  Southwestern  Michigan  is  unsurpassed  as  a  farming  country,  this  fact  is  usually  lost  sight  of 
because  of  its  world-wide  reputation  for  fruit  raising.  The  soil  of  the  country  surrounding  Watervliet  is  of  a 
rich  loam  especially  well-adapted  for  peaches  and  other  fruits,  and  the  liability  of  frosts  is  greatly  lessened  because 
of  its  proximity  to  the  lakes.  Another  advantage  the  fruit  growers  of  this  section  have  is  their  facilities  for 
shipping  their  fruit.  The  Pere  Marquette  runs  special  fruit  trains  direct  from  Watervliet  to  Chicago,  also  making 

connections  with  the  boats  at 
St.  Joseph,  making  it  possible 
to  put  the  goods  on  the  city 
market  within  a  few  hours 
after  it  is  picked.  Plans  have 
also  been  completed  which  will 
make  Watervliet  the  center  of 
an  extensive  interurban  sys¬ 
tem.  The  fact  that  Water¬ 
vliet  is  the  largest  inland  ship¬ 
ping  point  in  this  section,  and 
the  extensive  passenger  traffic 
during  the  summer,  has  been 
the  principal  reason  for  its 
being  chosen  as  a  central  point. 
It  is  proposed  to  run  the  road  out  of  Watervliet  in  at  least  three  directions,  and  possibly  four;  one  road  to  go  to 
Benton  Harbor  and  St.  Joseph;  another,  north  to  Paw  Paw  Take  and  on  to  South  Haven;  and  the  third,  east  to 
Kalamazoo  and  connecting  with  the  interurban  at  that  point;  the  other  proposed  line  would  go  to  Dowagiac  via 
Sister  Takes,  thus  reaching  a  country  which  at  present  has  very  limited  traveling  accommodations. 


ST.  JOSEPH  STREET 


PIONEERS  OF 

WATERVLIET. 


(Reading  from  Left  to  Right) 

1  J.  S.  BURNSIDE 

2  H.  J.  RAY 

3  SEBASTIAN  SMITH 

4  S.  M.  HASKELL 

5  D.  C.  JOHNSON 

6  SAMUEL  WOOLCOTT 

7  R.  N.  VAN  NATTER 

8  J.  W.  KNAPP 

9  T.  B.  HAWKS 

10  H.  R.  HOLLAND 

11  E.  T.  SPENCER 

12  E.  W.  YOUNG 

13  JAMES  BURGESS 


PAW  PAW  LAKE. 

Paw  Paw  Lake  is  a  beautiful  little  lake  situated  one-half  mile 
north  of  Watervliet.  It  is  about  three  miles  in  length  and  about 
one-half  mile  wide  at  its  narrowest  and  one  and  one-half  miles  wide 
at  its  widest  point,  covering  in  all  about  1,200  acres.  This  lake  has 
for  several  years  been  used  as  a  summer  resort  and  is  especially  well 
adapted  for  this  purpose,  the  shores  being  well  shaded  with  beech 
and  maple  trees,  and  nearly  all  the  beach  being  of  a  fine  white  sand, 
making  its  clear  crystal  waters  an  unequalled  place  for  bathers. 

The  lake  also  has  an  unlimited  supply  of  black  bass,  speckled  bass, 
pickerel,  perch,  etc.,  making  it  a  favorite  resort  for  anglers.  The 
lake  is  surrounded  b}^  beautiful  cottages  and  large,  commodious 

hotels  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pleasure  seekers.  There  are  three 
large  dancing  pavilions,  accommodating  from  200  to  500  couples,  at 
which  parties  are  given  nightly.  These  parties  are  conducted  by  ex¬ 
pert  dancing  masters  and  the  music  is  the  best,  usually  being  by  first- 
class  Chicago  orchestras  of  nine  or  ten  pieces.  The  boat  service  is  first- 
class,  as  there  are  about  a  dozen  steamers  and  naptha  launches  on  the 
lake  ready  to  take  you  on  an  excursion  around  the  lake  or  let  3^ou  off 
at  anj"  of  the  landings  you  may  wish  to  stop  at.  There  are  also  sev¬ 
eral  pretty  little  river  steamers  plying  between  the  lake  and  Watervliet. 
This  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  trips  one  could  well  imagine,  for  as  the 
boat  glides  down  between  the  pretty  green  banks  of  the  Paw  Paw, 


overhung  with  a  heavy  shade  of  maples,  there 
is  brought  to  your  sight  a  panoramic  view  of 
a  section  of  the  finest  fruit  country  in  the 
world.  Paw  Paw  Lake  is  very  accessible,  as 
it  is  only  a  few  hours’  ride  from  Chicago  to 
Watervliet,  where  you  are  conveyed  in  busses 
or  you  may  take  one  of  the  river  boats  to  the 
lake  and  be  set  down  at  your  very  door.  The 
lake  is  the  resort  of  about  50,000  people  and  is 
.growing  more  popular  every  year.  Of  these 


BAY  VIEW  HOUSE,  PAW  PAW  LAKE. 

a  large  number  are  of  the  wealthiest  class  of  Chicago,  who  own 
their  own  cottages  and  yachts  here  and  spend  all  of  their  sum¬ 
mer  seasons  here,  while  some  of  them  are  transients,  merely 
spending  one  or  two  weeks  vacation  each  year. 

Watervliet  ma}^  well  feel  proud  of  her  summer  resort,  as  there 
is  no  prettier  or  more  promising  resort  in  the  United  States. 


WATERVLIET  RESIDENCES 


C.  M.  BECRAFT. 


Mr.  Becraft  was  born  in  Dowagiac,  Michigan,  on  October  yth, 
1854.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  learned  the  tinner’s  trade  and  con¬ 
tinued  at  that  business  in  Dowagiac  until  1880,  when  he  came  to 
Watervliet  and  went  to  work  in  Mr.  Pierce’s  hardware  store.  In 
1889  he  left  Mr.  Pierce’s  employ  and  opened  up  a  hardware  of 
his  own  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  postoffice,  continuing 
there  until  1892,  when  he  bought  the  building  which  he  still  occu¬ 
pies,  and  in  which  he  is  doing  a  large  business  in  farm  implements, 
stoves,  ranges,  roofings  and  all  other  hardware  supplies. 

Mr.  Becraft  has  held  several  political  offices,  having  been  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  four  years.  Township  Treasurer  four  years  and 
Township  Clerk  for  several  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Macca¬ 
bees,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masons,  having  been  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  Watervliet  lodge  of  the  latter  order  for  over  ten  years. 
He  is  one  of  Watervliet’ s  most  progressive  and  public  spirited  citi¬ 
zens  and  is  always  found  willing  to  do  his  share  of  anything  which 
will  be  of  benefit  to  the  community. 


was  born  in  Elkhart  Co. , 

Ind.,  in  1875,  where  he 
lived  several  years,  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  high  school 
and  teaching  two  years, 
after  which  he  assisted  his 
father  in  a  general  store 
until  the  business  was  sold. 

He  then  embarked  in  the 
meat  business  in  Goshen, 
afterward  becoming  clerk 
in  the  grocery  department 
of  a  large  department  store. 

He  came  to  Watervliet  in 
October,  1900,  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  meat  market 
formerly  owned  by  O.  E. 

Austin,  conducting  this 
business  two  years,  when 
he  sold  out  to  E.  A.  Rogers 

F.  H.  MERRIFIELD.  ^ud  mOVCd  tO  St.  JoSCph, 

where  he  bought  a  market  which  he  ran  for  four  months,  and  deciding  that  there  was,  after  all,  no  place  like 
Watervliet,  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  the  latter  town  and  re-purchased  the  market,  together  with  the  grocery 
which  had  been  added,  and  in  which  he  is  still  doing  a  fine  business  under  the  name  of  the  Excelsior  Grocery  and 


L.  L.  ROGERS 


Market.  Mr.  Rogers  is  an  enterprising 
business  man  and  is  deserving  of  the  success 
with  which  his  efforts  are  meeting. 

RIDGELANl)  FARM. 


John  W.  Fay,  proprietor,  was  born  in 
Malone,  N.  Y.  in  1854.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Covert  township  in  1864  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1868,  when  they  bought 
and  moved  onto  a  farm  in  the  northern  part 
of  Watervliet  township.  In  1879  he  started 
in  for  himself,  buying  forty  acres  near  Paw 
Paw  Lake  and  later  buying  another  forty 
adjoining  the  first.  When  this  land  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Fay,  it  was  mostly  cov¬ 
ered  wdth  timber,  which  he  has  cleared  away 
from  the  largest  part,  converting  it  into 
fine  farming  land  and  building  a  lovely  res¬ 
idence.  Of  late  years,  Mr.  Fay  has  been 
devoting  the  farm  to  dairy  work,  to  which  it  is  exceptionally  well  adapted,  having  splendid  pasture  and  water  and 
a  large  barn  to  which  has  been  added  a  commodious  silo,  enabling  him  to  furnish  his  stock  with  green  feed  the 
year  around.  He  has  a  large  milk  trade  at  both  Watervliet  and  Paw  Paw  Lake.  Mr.  Fay  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  three  years,  has  also  been  highway  commissioner,  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Modern  Wood¬ 
men,  Modern  Maccabees  and  Odd  Fellows;  is  an  honest,  public-spirited  and  highly  esteemed  citizen. 


RIDGELAND  FARM. 


EARL  LEPPER. 


Mr.  Eepper  came  to  Wa- 
tervliet  in  1901  and  opened 
a  jewelry  store  in  the  Shank- 
land  block,  where  he  re¬ 
remained  a  short  time  and 
then  moved  to  the  Hinckley 
building.  Having  served 
four  years’  apprenticeship 
under  two  of  the  best  watch 
makers  in  the  state,  before 
coming  to  Watervliet,  Mr. 

Eepper  proved  an  expert 
watch  and  clock  repairer, 
and  soon  worked  up  a  large 
trade  in  that  line.  As  he 
kept  increasing  the  size  of 
his  stock  of  jewelry,  his 
quarters  soon  became  too 
small  and  he  had  the  build¬ 
ing  which  he  now  occupies 

built.  He  now  carries  a  large  line  of  watches,  clocks,  diamonds,  jewelry.  Sterling  and  plated  silver  ware  and 
souvenir  novelties,  and  being  a  careful  and  judicious  buyer,  places  himself  in  a  position  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  his 
customers  at  the  most  reasonable  prices.  He  is  a  clever  musician  and  comedian  and  a  very  popular  young  man. 


WILL  GODFREY. 


EARL  LEPPER. 


FRUIT  BELT  CANNING 
COMPANY. 

The  Fruit  Belt  Canning  Company 
was  organized  and  the  factory  built  in 
1 900  and  operated  by  a  stock  company 
until  March,  1903,  when  it  was  sold 
to  C.  H.  Godfrey  &  Son,  of  Benton 
Harbor,  Mich.  Before  going  farther 
with  the  history  of  this  factory,  let  us 
give  a  brief  outline  of  the  canning  in¬ 
dustry  of  the  United  States.  In  1868, 
a  canning  factory  was  built  in  Benton 
Harbor,  being  the  first  factory  west  of 
Baltimore.  They  paid  $14  per  ton  for  tomatoes  and  $20  per  box  for  tin  plate  and  made  their  own  cans;  the  can¬ 
ned  tomatoes  selling  for  $3.50  per  doz.,  and  as  the  art  of  canning  was  not  thoroughly  known,  there  was  a  great 
loss  in  goods.  Tomatoes  now  cost  $7  per  ton,  tin  plate,  $3.50  per  box  and  the  canned  tomatoes  are  sold  for  70 
cents  to  80  cents  per  dozen.  C.  H.  Godfrey,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  started  in  the  canning  business  in 
1887,  and  has  continued  in  that  business  ever  since. 

The  firm  of  C.  H.  Godfrey  &  Son  was  established  in  1903,  C.  H.  Godfrey  operating  the  Benton  Harbor  fac¬ 
tory  and  Will  Godfrey  operating  the  Watervliet  factory.  The  Watervliet  factory  is  a  complete  and  up-to-date 
plant  in  every  respect;  has  a  capacity  of  25,000  quart  cans  per  day  and  a  pay  roll  of  from  $200  to  $300  per  week. 
They  can  strawberries,  gooseberries,  cherries,  raspberries,  blackberries,  plums,  peaches,  tomatoes  and  apples,  and 
have  an  advantage  by  being  situated  in  the  best  fruit  district  in  Berrien  county,  and  this  county  is  the  banner 
county  of  the  state,  raising  more  than  one-half  of  the  small  fruits  and  one-eighth  of  the  peaches.  This  is  the 
right  enterprise  in  the  right  place  and  in  the  right  hands  to  make  it  a  success. 


BENTON 

FRUIT  PRODUCTS  CO. 

It  has  only  been  a  few  years 
since  the  first  pickle  industry 
was  established  in  western 
Michigan,  and  since  that  time 
this  industry  has  grown  to  very 
large  proportions,  so  much  so, 
that  the  cucumber  crop  is  one 
of  the  staple  products  of  the 
state. 

The  Benton  Fruit  Products 
Co.  established  their  branch 
in  Watervliet  in  1901,  having  their  main  plant  in  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.  When  Mr.  Gehlert  established  his 
plant  in  Benton  Harbor,  the  price  paid  to  farmers  for  cucumbers  was  40  cents  per  bushel  and  payments  for  them 
were  made  in  three  installments;  the  first  third,  when  the  crop  w^as  harvested;  the  second  third,  the  first  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  the  last  third  in  March  or  April.  When  the  Benton  Fruit  Products  Co.  entered  the  field  at  Benton  Har¬ 
bor,  in  1899,  they  opened  a  new  era  in  the  pickle  business  by  paying  cash  when  the  pickles  were  delivered  to  their 
plant.  This  was  greatly  welcomed  by  most  of  the  farmers  and  the  success  of  this  proposition  was  so  apparent 
that  today  all  of  the  pickle  plants  throughout  the  state  are  paying  cash  upon  the  delivery  of  the  pickles.  In 
addition  to  the  more  liberal  terUis  of  payment,  the  price  of  cucumbers  has  advanced,  until  this  year  they  are  60 
cents  per  bushel  practically  all  over  the  state.  At  this  figure  it  should  be  very  remunerative  to  the  grower  to 
raise  cucumbers  as  the  crop  is  not  a  difficult  one  to  raise  and  in  favorable  seasons  very  productive.  The  plant  at 
Watervliet  has  steadily  increased  its  output  and  is  one  of  its  successful  industries. 


H.  G.  HINCKLEY. 


Mr.  Hinckley  was  born 
in  1873,  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  five  years  he 
came  with  his  parents  to 
Bangor,  Michigan,  where 
he  spent  the  early  part  of 
his  life  attending  school. 

In  1890,  he  left  Bangor  and 
spent  several  years  working 
in  different  places  in  Mich¬ 
igan,  Ohio  and  Illinois,  re¬ 
turning  to  Michigan  in  ’95 
and  locating  in  Watervliet. 

He  then  learned  photogra¬ 
phy  and  afterward  painting 
and  paper-hanging,  contin¬ 
uing  in  this  business  several 
years,  when  he  took  up  the 
insurance  and  real  estate 
business,  which  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  ever  since  with  pro¬ 
nounced  success.  Mr.  Hinckley  is  a  Notary  Public,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  which  he  holds  the  office 
of  Senior  Deacon;  was  assessor  of  the  village  of  Watervliet  in  1903.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  is  one  of  Watervliet’s  enterprising  citizens. 


G.  B.  GEHLERT. 


H.  G.  HINCKLEY. 


ORVILLE  A.  PEER. 


Mr.  Peer  was  born  in  Hartford  township,  Van  Buren  county, 
Mich.,  on  April  iith,  1867,  where  he  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  twelve  years  of  age,  (1879,)  when  his  father  died  and  from  that 
time  until  1888,  worked  as  a  farm  hand  summer  times  and  attended 
school  winters.  In  October,  1888,  he  entered  a  barber  shop  in 
Marion,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  trade.  He  worked  there  until  March, 
1889,  when  he  went  to  Macedon,  N.  Y.  and  bought  a  barber  shop, 
continuing  there  until  November,  1890,  when  he  returned  to  Mich¬ 
igan  and  bought  a  shop  in  Coloma.  He  came  to  Watervliet  in  1892, 
where  he  met  with  marked  success  in  his  profession.  In  1901,  he 
erected  a  brick  building  and  entered  into  the  partnership  with  C. 
G.  Curtis.  The  firm  of  Peer  &  Curtis  prospered  until  the  spring 
of  1903,  when  Mr.  Peer  decided  to  change  his  business  and  they  dis¬ 
solved  partnership.  He  then  opened  an  ice  cream  parlor  and  con¬ 
fectionery  store.  A  lunch  counter  and  a  line  of  staple  groceries 
have  since  been  added,  also  baked  goods,  and  he  is  acquiring  a  trade 
worthy  of  his  efforts  which  have  been  untiring.  Mr.  Peer  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Henry  Chamberlin  Lodge,  No.  308,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Puritan 
Lodge,  No.  1 17,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Watervliet  Tent,  No.  821,  K. 
O.  T.  M.  M.  and  the  Eastern  Star.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
village  of  Watervliet  four  years  and  a  member  of  the  council  one 
term,  and  is  one  of  our  most  enterprising  and  respected  citizens. 


BRIDGE  OVER  MILL  CREEK. 


I 


ED.  ALLEN. 


FRED  FAY. 


Mr.  Fay  was  born  June 
9,  1858,  at  Malone,  Frank¬ 
lin  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1866  he 
came  with  his  parents  to 
Covert  towmship,  where 
they  lived  until  1S70,  when 
they  moved  to  a  farm  north 
of  Watervliet.  Mr.  Fay 
continued  to  work  on  the 
farm  until  1893,  when  he 
commenced  driving  a  ’bus 
between  Paw  Paw  Fake  and 
M’atervliet,  continuing  in 
this  business  two  years.  In 
1895  built  a  six-room 
house  and  commenced  tak¬ 
ing  summer  boarders.  He 
was  soon  compelled  to  en¬ 
large  his  house,  and  as  his 
hotel  became  one  of  ’  the 
most  popular  around  the 
lake,  he  still  found  his  room  inadequate  and  made  extensive  improvements.  He  also  put  in  an  ice  cream 
fectionery  pavilion  and  boat  livery,  having  the  finest  line  of  row  boats  to  rent  that  can  be  found  around 
Mr.  Fay  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Patricians  and  Odd  Fellows,  is  a  progressive  citizen. 


FRED  FAY. 


and  con- 
the  lake, 
and  has 


had  much  to  do  with  keeping 
up  the  high  standard  for  which 
the  hotels  around  Paw  Paw 
Lake  are  noted. 


F.  H.  MERRIFIELI). 


Mr.  Merrifield  is  a  native 
of  Berrien  count}',  having 
been  born  near  Niles,  aird  liv¬ 
ing  with  his  parents  until  19 
years  of  age.  In  1876  he  came 
to  Watervliet  and  worked  on 
the  railroad  as  section  hand 
17  months,  when  he  accepted 
a  position  as  clerk  in  S.  D. 

Walden’s  store,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  held  until  the  spring 
of  1886,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  firm  as  a  partner,  the  firm  being  known  as  S.  D.  Walden  &  Co.  until  1892, 
when  the  name  was  changed  to  Walden  &  Merrifield.  P'eb.  i.  1898,  Mr.  Merrifield  bought  Walden’s  interest  in 


PAPER  MILL  (FROM  SOUTH) 


the  store  and  has  continued  to  run  it  alone  ever  since,  moving  into  the  Shankland  block  in  December,  1S9S,  where 


he  is  still  located.  He  has  kept  adding  to  his  stock  as  his  trade  demanded  until  now  he  has  as  fine  and  complete 
a  line  of  goods  as  any  other  department  store  in  the  country.  Mr.  Merrifield  took  an  active  part  in  incorporating 
the  village,  has  held  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace,  township  clerk,  village  clerk,  and  is  a  member  of  the  coun¬ 
cil.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Patricians  and  Masons,  having  held  the  office  of  Junior  Warden  in  the  latter  order 
for  the  past  two  years.  He  is  a  good  business  man  and  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen. 


A.  J.  SUTHERLAND. 

Mr.  Sutherland  was  born  in  the  Township  of  Bainbridge,  Ber¬ 
rien  county,  Michigan,  March  15,  1849,  staying  with  his  parents 
until  of  age,  when  he  became  interested  in  milling.  His  father,  see¬ 
ing  his  desire  in  this  direction,  built  the  mill  known  as  the  Suther¬ 
land  Grist  Mill;  equipping  it  with  three  run  of  stone  and  the  machin¬ 
ery  necessary  to  make  it  a  first-class  mill,  placing  his  son  in  charge 
in  1873.  In  1888,  Mr.  A.  J.  Sutherland  thoroughly  refitted  the 
mill,  putting  in  a  full  roller  system,  and  continued  to  run  it  until 
the  indoor  work  began  telling  on  his  health,  when  he  rented  it  a  few 
years.  In  1902,  he  sold  the  mill  and  the  land  lying  east  of  it,  to  F. 
M.  Sterner,  the  present  owner.  As  a  miller,  Mr.  Sutherland  was 
very  successful  and  is  proving  equally  so  in  his  vocation  as  a  fruit 
grower.  In  1899,  he  laid  off  a  small  part  of  his  land  into  town  lots, 
forming  what  is  known  as  the  Sutherland  Addition,  and  as  these 
lots  are  nicely  located,  they  have  sold  rapidly  and  already  contain 
some  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  villiage,  including  Mr.  Suther¬ 
land’s  residence,  which  he  built  in  1900.  Mr.  Sutherland  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Modern  Maccabees,  the  Patricians,  the  Masons  and  the 
Eastern  Star,  also  president  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He  is  looked 
up  to  as  being  one  of  our  most  honored  and  trustworthy  citizens. 


CATHOLIC  CHURCH  AND  PARSONAGE 


DR.  F.  W.  BROWN 


Mr.  Irvine  was  born  in  Port  Hope,  Canada.  At  an  early  age  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  in  1884  he 
went  into  the  contracting  business  at  Petborough,  Canada,  where  he  continued  in  business  until  1889,  when  he 
went  to  Chicago  where  he  continued  in  the  same  business,  being  one  of  the  contractors  in  the  erection  of  the 


was  born  at  Ontario,  Canada, 
Dec.  li,  1875.  He  finished 
the  high  school  in  1895 
came  to  Saginaw,  where  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
and  in  May,  1899,  graduated 
from  the  Saginaw  Valley  Med¬ 
ical  College.  He  came  to 
Watervliet  in  October  of  the 
same  year  and  has  built  up  a 
very  nice  practice.  He  took 
out  naturalization  papers  in 
1902  aiid  served  three  terms  as 
health  officer.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Masons, 
Modern  Woodmen  and  Mac¬ 
cabees,  and  merits  the  popu¬ 
larity  which  he  has  attained. 


JAMES  IRVINE. 


fAMES  IRVINE. 


DR.  F.  W.  BROWN. 


World’s  Fair  buildings  in  1893.  Mr.  Irvine 
moved  to  Watervliet  in  1899  and  his  abilities 
soon  won  for  him  a  large  and  increasing  busi¬ 
ness.  Not  only  has  he  built  several  of  the 
fine.'t  residences  in  Watervliet,  but  75  per  cent 
of  the  cottages  built  at  Paw  Paw  Lake  since 
he  came  here  were  put  up  by  him.  Mr.  Irvine 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  town. 


EDGAR  ALLEN. 


Mr.  Allen  was  born  in  Waverly,  VanBuren 
Co.,  Mich.,  Sept.  13,  1869,  where  he  lived 
with  his  parents  on  a  farm  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  college  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  then 
chose  the  occupation  of  teacher,  which  he  followed  for  nine  years  in  the  district  and  high  schools  of  \  an  Buren 
Co.  In  the  spring  of  1899  he  resigned  as  principal  of  the  Kendall  high  school  to  engage  in  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  at  Glendale,  remaining  there  until  Jan.  i,  ipor,  when  he  purchased  the  meat  market  and  grocery  owned  by 
Myers  &  Chase  in  Watervliet.  Mr.  Allen  also  owirs  the  controlling  interest  in  the  Central  Market,  which  is  one 
of  the  best  equipped  and  up  to  dale  markets  in  the  country.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  I'esort  trade  and  runs  a 
deliverv  wagon  to  Paw  Paw  Lake  twice  a  day  from  June  Sept.  i5lF-  ^1^-  AlLn  has  pnichased  a  beautiful 

home  on  Pleasant  street  and  expects  to  make  Watervliet  his  future  home.  He  belongs  to  the  W  oodmen  and 
Masons,  has  served  three  years  on  the  Village  Council,  is  a  liberal  giver  and  takes  an  acti\ e  iiiierest  in  ever}  thing 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Watervliet. 


CARMODY  BROS. 


Joseph  and  Thomas  Carmody,  the 
{proprietors  of  the  Carmody  Bros,  drug 
store,  were  born  on  a  farm  about  four 
miles  south  of  Watervliet,  both  at¬ 
tending  school  at  this  place,  Thomas 
afterward  finishing  his  education  at 
the  Ferris  Business  College  at  Mus¬ 
kegon,  and  Joseph  at  Ann  Arbor  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Department. 

Both  taught  several  terms  of  school 
and  in  1893  they  formed  a  partnership, 
bought  a  lot  on  Main  street  and  com¬ 
menced  the  erection  of  a  fine  brick 
store  building,  with  tiled  floor,  pressed 
steel  ceiling,  and  fitted  with  elegant 
fixtures.  When  completed,  they  in¬ 
stalled  a  complete  stock  of  drugs,  pat¬ 
ent  medicines,  wall  paper,  a  fine  soda 
fountain,  etc.,  making  it  the  finest 
and  most  complete  drug  store  in  Southern  Michigan.  In  1902  they  also  opened  an  ice  cream  factory,  which  they 
recently  sold  to  the  present  owners,  F.  F.  Smith  &  Son.  Their  honest  methods  of  doing  business,  coupled  with 
their  keen  business  ability,  has  placed  the  standing  of  this  drug  store  on  the  high  plane  which  it  now  occupies. 
Their  treatment  of  the  summer  visitors  has  been  such  that  Carmody’s  drug  store  has  become  a  kind  of  “stamping 
ground”  for  the  resorting  public. 


A.  N.  WOODRUFF. 


Mr.  Woodruff  was  born  in  Bainbridge  Township,  four  miles  south 
of  the  village  of  Watervliet,  July  22,  1850.  He  worked  on  the  farm, 
attending  school  winters,  until  17  years  of  age,  when  he  began  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  district  schools,  later  attending  the  high  school  of  the  city 
of  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  graduating  therefrom  in  1870,  after  which  he 
resumed  the  business  of  farming  and  school-teaching  alternately.  Was 
principal  of  the  Watervliet  schools  during  the  years  of  1878  and  1879, 
and  discontinued  teaching  as  a  vocation  in  1880.  In  1882  was  elected 
township  clerk  of  the  township  of  Bainbridge,  which  office  he  held  for 
two  years,  when  he  was  elected  Supervisor,  which  office  he  continued 
to  hold  until  he  was  elected  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  in 
1884.  In  1888  he  located  in  the  village  of  Watervliet  and  pursued 
various  lines  of  agency  work  until  1893,  when,  without  solicitation,  he 
was  elected  Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  State  Public  School  at 
Coldwater.  Mr.  Woodruff  accepted  the  position,  which  he  held  for 
two  years,  returning  in  1895  to  Watervliet,  where  he  resumed  his  in¬ 
surance  business,  with  office  in  part  of  the  Record  building,  where  he 
remained  until  1897,  when  he  built  the  office  he  still  occupies. 

Mr.  Woodruff  has  been  admitted  and  authorized  to  practice  in 
both  Pension  and  Patent  Bureaus  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at 
Washington.  D.  C.  He  carries  on  a  nice  business  in  insurance,  real  estate,  patents,  pensions,  notary  public,  col¬ 
lections,  and  general  law  business;  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


GARDNER  A.  WIGENT. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Berrien 
and  adjoining  counties.  He  is  indigenous  to  Michigan  soil,  having 
been  born  in  Watervliet  Nov.  22,  1863.  He  received  a  thorough  com¬ 
mon  school  education,  supplemented  by  a  course  at  Oberlin  College. 
He  served  two  terms  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  acquitted  himself 
wdth  much  credit.  Having  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  law,  he  became 
well  grounded  in  its  general  principles,  and  is  a  better  and  safer  coun¬ 
sellor  than  many  practicing  attorneys — safer  because  he  tells  only  what 
he  knows,  and  can¬ 
didly  admits  the 
fact  when  he  does 
not  know.  He  does 
not  depend  upon 
guesswork  or  cur¬ 
rent  opinion  for  his 
legal  lore. 

For  the  past  thir¬ 
teen  years  Mr.  Wi- 
gent  has  been  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Wat¬ 
ervliet  Marble  Works.  He  has  taken  and  filled  hundreds  of 
memorial  orders,  and  his  work  is  represented  in  nearly  all  the 
cemeteries  of  Berrien  county  and  in  many  of  the  cemeteries 


in  neighboring  counlies.  In  all  that  time,  including  several  years 
of  the  sharpest  competition,  he  never  secured  an  order  by  misrep¬ 
resentation  or  by  disparaging  the  work  of  his  rivals.  His  business 

methods  will  bear  the  closest 
scrutiny'. 

Mr.  Wigent  also  owns  a  fine 
farm  just  west  of  Watervliet, 
and  is  a  successful  stock  breeder 
and  fruit  grower. 


CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


METHODIST  CHURCH. 


F.  E.  BAUCxHMAN. 


Mr.  Baughman  was  born 
in  Porter  township,  Van 
Buren  county,  Michigan,  in 
1867.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  until  manhood, 
when  he  married  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  various  pursuits 
until  1899,  when  he  located 
in  Watervliet,  entering  the 
ice,  coal,  feed  and  produce 
business,  which  he  still  con¬ 
tinues. 

During  the  third  year  of 
his  residence  here,  Mr. 

Baughman  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  village  and  he 
is  still  holding  that  office, 
having  had  much  to  do  with 
the  recent  improvements  in 
the  villiage.  It  has  been 
the  aim  of  the  President 

and  Council  to  work  together  to  secure  the  best  possible  improvements,  which,  added  to  our  natural  advantages, 
would  make  Watervliet  second  to  none  in  the  state,  and  to  say  that  their  efforts  are  meeting  with  success,  is 
expressing  it  mildly.  Mr.  Baughman  belongs  to  the  Maccabees,  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Masons,  the  Eastern 


F  E.  PAUGHMAN. 


J  H  DOORNKAAT. 


Star,  the  Rebeccas  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  also 
belonging  to  the  Encampment  in  the  latter 
order.  He  is  an  energetic  citizen  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  whole  community. 

J.  H.  DOORNKAAT. 


Mr.  Doornkaat  was  born  in  Allegan  county,, 
this  state,  October  3,  1866.  He  has  been  in 
the  railroad  business  practically  all  his  life,, 
taking  his  first  steady  job  in  1885,  at  Grand 
Junction  as  night  operator  where  he  worked  a 
short  time  and  was  transferred  to  Hamilton  as 
agent.  In  1886,  he  took  the  station  at  New 
Richmond,  where  he  remained  until  1901,  when 
he  came  to  Watervliet  and  has  been  here  ever 
since.  Mr.  Doornkaat  belongs  to  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  the  Masons  and  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  very  public  spirited  citizen  and  is  excep¬ 
tionally  well  adapted  to  fill  the  situation  which  he  occupies,  as  he  is  always  pleasant  as  well  as  careful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  thus  making  him  popular  with  the  traveling  public  as  well  as  with  the  people  of  Water¬ 
vliet  and  vicinity. 


INTERIOR  OF  CARMODY  BROS'  DRUG  STORE. 


CURTIS  &  SON. 


The  senior  member  of  this  firm, 

Chas.  R.  Curtis,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  five  miles 
north  of  Niles,  and  resided  there  until 
1885,  when  he  went  into  the  milling 
business  at  Pokagon,  and  served  two 
terms  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  that 
place.  He  spent  several  years  as  trav¬ 
eling  representative  for  the  American 
Book  Co.,  the  McCormick  and  Cham¬ 
pion  Harvester  Companies  and  the 
Indiana  Road  Grader  Co.  In  i89She 
resigned  his  position  with  the  latter 
company  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
New  Castle  Bridge  Co.  and  in  1899  he 
moved  his  family  to  Watervliet.  Mr. 

Curtis  is  a  Notary  Public,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  the  I.  O. 

O.  F.,  and  the  oldest  Past  Grand  of 
Crystal  Springs  Lodge  of  Pokagon, 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  Grand 

Lodge  in  1891,  Superintendent  of  ihe  Methodist  Sabbath  School  and  one  of  Watervliet’s  most  trusted  citizens. 

The  junior  member  of  this  firiii,  Steve  T.  Curtis,  wms  born  on  the  same  farm  but  not  the  same  year  as  hi.s 


STEVE  T.  CURTIS 


CHAS.  R  CURTIS 


father.  He  was  educated  in  the  Pokagon  schools,  was  telegraph  operator  at  Eau  Claire  in  1898,  and  also  held 
the  position  of  Manager  of  the  Singer  Sewdng  Machine  Company  at  Benton  Harbor  and  later  at  Traverse  City. 

Since  Mr.  Curtis  and  son  started  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  they  have  met  with  flattering  suc¬ 
cess  and  bid  fair  to  be  among  the  most  popular  real  estate  firms  in  Southwestern  Michigan. 


CITY  MILLS.  F.  M.  STERNER,  PsoPRiETOa 


WATERVLIET  CITY  MILLS. 


The  Watervliet  City  Mills  were  completed  in  1873  by  Justus 
Sutherland,  who  put  it  in  charge  of  his  son,  A.  J.  Sutherland.  The 
mill  originally  was  equipped  with  three  run  of  stone  which  in  1888 
were  replaced  with  a  full  roller  system  and  other  improvements, 
making  it  an  up-to-date  mill  in  every  respect,  and  in  1902  he  sold 
it  to  F.  M.  Sterner,  the  present  owner. 

Mr.  Sterner  was  born  July  24,  1865,  in  Montezuma,  N.  Y.,  and 
as  his  father  was  a  miller,  was  practically  raised  in  a  grist-mill.  In 
1883  he  came  to  Watervliet  and  was  engaged  to  run  the  Swain  & 
Olney  mill  at  this  place,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years.  He 
then  went  to  Millburg  and  ran  the  mill  there  several  years,  going 
from  there  to  Benton  Harbor  where  he  worked  in  the  mills  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Benton  Harbor  Milling  Co.  He  returned  to  Watervliet 
in  1895  and  leased  the  mill  of  Mr.  Sutherland,  running  it  until  1902, 
when  he  purchased  it  of  Mr.  Sutherland.  Mr.  Sterner  has  a  wide 
reputation  as  a  miller,  his  two  brands  of  flour,  the  Amalgam  and 
the  Cream  of  the  Valley  being  the  favorites  among  all  the  house¬ 
wives  of  the  fruit  belt.  He  has  served  one  term  as  president  of  the 
village  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  his  favor  as  a  representative 
citizen  of  Watervliet. 


LAKE  VIEW  EARM, 


Situated  upon  the  bank  of  Paw  Paw  Lake,  that  beautiful  body  of  water  that  has  recently  become  so  famous  as  a 
pleasure  resort,  is  owned  by  R.  H.  Sherwood,  of  Watervliet,  Mich.  This  farm,  comprising  about  450  acres,  is 
noted  as  one  of  the  largest  fruit  farms  in  the  State,  having  nearly  50,000  trees  of  apples,  pears,  plums  and  peaches 
The  orchards  occupy  300  acres,  the  remaining  acreage  being  used  as  pasture.  Apple  trees  are  planted  throughout 
each  orchard;  the  younger  trees,  having  been  set  six  years,  have  made  a  most  wonderful  growth  and  have  already 
borne  fruit.  Two  of  the  old  apple  orchards  set  out  in  1871  and  1876  have  few  equds,  in  the  last  twenty  years 

there  having  been  hardly  one  so-called  failure  of  a  crop. 

Mr.  Sherwood  believes  that  Berrien  county,  when  climate, 
soil  and  markets  are  under  consideration,  possesses  conditions 
that  are  more  favorable  for  fruit  culture  than  any  other  local¬ 
ity  in  the  United  States.  Lake  View  Farm  has  a  fine  lake 
frontage  which  its  proprietor  may  in  time  decide  to  plat  and 
sell  to  parties  wishing  nice  lots  upon  which  to  erect  cottages 
for  summer  occupancy.  Mr.  Sherwood’s  handsome  colonial 
residence  overlooking  the  lake 
is  equipped  with  every  modern 
convenience,  including  a  hot 
water  heating  system,  a  gas 
plant  for  cooking  and  illumin¬ 
ating  purposes,  making  it  one 
of  the  finest  farm  residences 
in  the  State. 


WILL  W.  FISHER. 


,  ’  'Mr.  Fisher  is  without  a 
doubt  one  of  the  most  sci¬ 
entific  and  successful  far¬ 
mers  in  the  State.  He  be¬ 
came  his  own  bread-winner 
at  twelve  years  of  age.  For 
six  years  he  worked  on  the 
farm  for  his  board  and 
clothes  and  three  months’  winter  schooling  each  year. 
When  eighteen  years  old  he  began  to  receive  wages  during 
summers  as  a  farm  hand,  and  attended  school  winters,  two 
winters  being  spent  at  the  normal  school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

As  a  grain  and  stock  farmer,  Mr.  Fisher  is  among  the 
foremost  of  our  township.  The  past  year  the  demand  for 
his  seed  wheat  throughout  Michigan  and  Ohio  exceeded  the  supply,  and  in  May,  1904,  he  shipped  into  Lapeer 
County,  Mich.,  forty-five  bushels  of  his  Wolverine  dent  seed  corn,  with  a  call  for  more  from  the  same  locality. 
Mr.  Fisher’s  Puritan  Herd  of  Improved  Chester  Whites  has  added  grace  and  new  blood  to  the  herds  of  eleven 
different  states,  and  is  classed  among  the  best  of  this  breed  in  America. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Chester  White  Record  Association,  and  has  been  chosen  by  that  body  as 
Vice  President  for  Michigan  for  the  second  term.  The  first  registered  Guernsey  of  this  township  was  owned  by 
Mr.  Fisher,  and  he  now  has  a  small  herd  of  excellent  specimens  of  this  justly  popular  breed  of  cattle. 


C.  B.  PRATT. 


Mr.  Pratt, '^with  his  parents,  came  to  Watervliet  township  in 
1878,  moving  onto  the  farm  still  owned  by  his  father,  northwest  of 
Coloma.  He  worked  on  the  farm,  taught  school,  etc.,  until  1887, 
when  he  went  to  work  at  railroad  construction,  which  he  continued 
one  year,  when  he  began  work  with  P.  C.  Wimer,  proprietor  of  the 
Coloma  Fruit  Package  Factory,  He  remained  with  this  firm  five 
years,  the  first  two  years  being  spent  as  the  traveling  representative 
through  Allegan,  Ottawa  and  Oceana  Counties,  and  the  next  three 
years  had  charge  of  the  home  office.  In  1891,  he  with  Mr.  J.  M. 
Worden,  bought  the  hardware  stock  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Hudson  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  business  three  years,  selling  out  to  Whitlock  &  Hunt. 
He  then  ^went  to  Paw  Paw  Fake  and  ran  a  hotel  for  five  years, 
spent  the  winters  of  1900  and  1901  in  Florida,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1901  came  to  Watervliet  and  bought  the  lumber  stocks  of  H.  Pierce 
&  Son  and  Baughman  &  Co. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  County  Surveyor  from  1892  to  1902,  was  Super¬ 
visor  in  1899  and  1900,  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees  and  Masons, 
and  one  of  Watervliet’ s  most  influential  citizens. 


F.  F.  Smith  came  to  Wateniiet  in 
1892  to  superintend  the  construction 
of  the  paper  mill  for  Sims,  Dudley  & 

Co.,  in  whose  employ  he  had  been  for 
five  years  previous  to  his  coming  to 
Watervliet.  After  the  mill  was  com¬ 
pleted  he  was  retained  as  mill-wTight 
until  1901,  when  he  left  them  and  has 
since  superintended  the  erection  of 
several  large  buildings  throughout  the 
country.  In  the  fall  of  1903  Mr. 

Smith  and  his  son  Frank  formed  a 
partnership  and  bought  the  Watervliet 
Ice  Cream  Factory  of  Carmody  Bros., 
immediately  commencing  extensive 
improvements  to  enlarge  the  capacity 
which  the  large  demand  for  Watervliet 
cream  made  necessary.  They  have 
large  private  ice  houses,  power  freezers  and  ice  crushers  which  enables  them  to  fill  large  orders  on  short  notice. 
The  Watervliet  cream  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  finest  made  anywhere  in  the  country  and  large  amounts 
are  daily  being  sent  to  Benton  Harbor,  St.  Joseph,  Holland,  Hartford  and  other  points  in  Southern  Michigan. 
Mr.  Smith  and  son  are  both  hustlers  and  popular  business  men  of  Watervliet. 


WATERVLIET  ICE  CREi^ 
EACTORY.  . 
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DR.  J.  WM.  GUNN. 

Dr.  Gunn  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood  amid  rural  surroundings,  working  summers  and 
attending  the  district  school  winters 
until  his  sixteenth  year  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Baptist  College  at  Kal¬ 
amazoo.  In  1890  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine,  first  attending  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
Chicago,  and  graduating  March  6, 

1894,  from  the  Douisville  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  Douisville,  Ky.  He  immediately 
opened  an  office 
in  Berrien  County 
and  has  since  been 
practicing  in  this 
vicinity.  He  has 
served  several  years 
as  health  officer  and 
was  a  member  of 
the  village  council 

two  years;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  enjoys  a 
lucrative  practice,  and  has  a  host  of  friends. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 


C.  GUY  CURTIS, 
TONSORIAL  ARTIST. 


“I  was  so  young  when  I  was  born,  and 
owing  to  my  limited  education  at  the  time, 
failed  to  record  the  date  of  my  birth.  I  am 
no  prophet  and  therefore  am  unable  to  state 
when  I  shall  die.” 

The  above  is  the  answer  given  by  Mr. 

Curtis  when  we  called  on  him  to  gather 
some  of  the  facts  relating  to  his  past  his¬ 
tory.  We  eventually  discovered,  however, 
that  Mr.  Curtis  is  a  native  of  Michigan, 
having  been  born  on  a  farm  five  milts  north 
of  Niles  and  educated  in  the  Eau  Claire 
schools.  He  has  resided  in  his  native  state 
from  birth  with  the  exception  of  one  year 

spent  at  Rake  Charles,  La.  He  learned  _  .  .  , 

telegraphy  at  Berrien  Center  in  1895  and  the  barber  trade  at  Eau  Claire  m  1896;  came  to  Watervliet  in  1900  and 

opened  a  barber  shop  and  has  continued  in  that  business  ever  since,  having  one  of  the  most  up  to  date  shops  in 
this  section.  Mr.  Curtis  is  a  very  congenial  gentleman  and  his  large  and  increasing  trade  speaks  well  for  his 

popularity  as  a  barber. 


DAM  ON  THE  PAW  PAW  RIVER 


I  DR.  W.  L.  GARRATT. 

i  Dr.  Garratt  was  bora  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  lived  there 

I  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  an 
I  apprentice  in  the  printing  business  and  continued  as  a  disciple  of  the 
Art  Preservative  until  about  the  middle  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 

I  when  he  joined  the  Ninth  New  York  HeavyJ[Artillery  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  hospital  corps  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has 
been  a  practicing  physician  for  thirty-five  years  and  a  resident  of  Wat- 
ervliet  for  twenty-four  years;  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen, 

the^Knights"of  Honor 
and^the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He 
has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school 
board  and  the  village 
council  several  years, 
and  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  the 
whole  community. 


i! 


WATERVLIET  DAIRY  FARM. 


George  Morelock  was  born  in  Watervliet  township  in  1867,  the  early 
part  of  his  life  being  spent  in  obtaining  an  education,  farm  work  and  car¬ 
pentering.  In  1893  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  ten  acres  of  which 
was  cleared,  and  immediately  commenced  improvements  and  farming 
operations.  He  was  a  hard-working  and  successful  farmer  and  in  1901 
he  bought  thirty  acres,  making  him  no  acres  in  all.  Mr.  Morelock  had 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  fine  breeds  of  cattle  and  in  1902  he 

bought  sever¬ 
al  head  of  full 
blood  Guern¬ 
sey  stock,  to 
which  he  has 
since  made 
several  addi¬ 
tions,  until  at 
present  he  has 
as  fine  a  herd 
of  these  cattle 
as  could  be 
found  in  the 

State.  He  has  built  for  himself  a  nice  residence,  a 
large  modern  barn  with  accommodations  for  fifty  head 
of  cattle,  and  a  silo.  He  also  has  three  large  flowing 


wells  which  supply  his  house  and  barns  with  all  the  water  that  is  needed.  It  was  principally  through  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Morelock  that  the  Watervliet  Creamery  was  installed,  and  he  has  always  shown  a  progressive  spirit  in 
everything  with  which  he  was  connected,  He  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees,  Patricians,  New  Era  and  Masons, 
and  is  a  careful  and  practical  farmer. 


J.  W.  HARR. 

Mr.  Harr  was  born  in  Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  and  spent  his  early  life  on 
his  father’s  farm  and  attending  school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went 
to  the  Spencerian  National  Writing  and  Drawing  Academy  where  he 
studied  one  year,  following  this  up  by  one  year  each  at  Nelson’s  Com¬ 
mercial  College  of  Cincinnati,  and  Hartsville  University.  He  was  then 
engaged  as  expert  penman  for  the  Hollingsworth  Colleges,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  held  several  years,  resigning  it  to  accept  a  position  as  instructor 
of  penmanship  and  drawing  at  low^a  City,  Iowa.  After  his  marriage 
in  1889  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  which  he  follow'ed  very 
successfully  several  years,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
In  the  spring  of  1901  he  came  to  Watervliet,  engaged  quite  extensively 
in  the  real  estate  business,  having  bought  and  sold  several  fine  farms 
in  this  vicinity.  He  owms  two  nice  fruit  farms  near  Watervliet,  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  on  one  of  them  and  enjoying  the  pleasant  life  of  the 
Michigan  farmer.  Mr.  Harr  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  artistic 
tastes  and  attainments,  a  successful  business  man  and  a  valuable 
citizen  in  our  community. 


LEON  D.  CASE. 


Mr.  Case  is  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  E.  F.  Case  &  Son, 
publishers  of  the  Watervliet  Rec- 
cord.  He  was  born  at  Elsworth, 
Wis.,  on  January  15,  1877  and 
came  to  Watervliet  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  October  13,  1891.  He 

attended  the  public  schools  at 
Elsworth  and  the  Watervliet 
high  school.  For  five  years  he 
was  employed  by  the  Sims  & 
Dudley  Paper  Co.,  working  in 
several  different  departments  of 
their  mill  in  Watervliet. 

On  January  ist,  1900,  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Watervliet 
Record  and  job  printing  office  of  his  father.  He  was  elected  Clerk  of 
Watervliet  village  and  township  in  1900,  and  served  two  terms  in 
each  office.  In  1902  he  was  elected  township  treasurer  and  held  the 
office  one  term.  He  is  at  present  village  clerk  and  a  member  of  the 
school  board,  also  a  member  of  Henry  Chamberlain  lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
Oviatt  lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Watervliet  lodge,  K.  O.  T.  M. 


LEON  D.  CASE. 


A.  A,  HOWARD. 


ALBERT  A.  HOWARD. 


OPERA  HOUSE  BLOCK. 

tary  of  Oviatt  lodge,  I.  0.0.  F.  and 
of  Patricians  and  the  Rebeccas. 


Mr.  Howard  was  born  in  Watervliet  township  and  attended  the 
Watervliet  public  school  until  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  entered 
the  printing  office  of  the  Watervliet  Record  as  an  apprentice.  By  close 
application  to  his  work,  together  with  his  natural  ability,  he  soon  made 
the  job  department  of  the  Record  recognized  throughout  the  county 
for  the  artistic  line  of  printing  turned  out  by  it.  He  has  had  entire 
charge  of  the  mechanical  end  of  the  Watervliet  Record  business  for 
ten  years.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Howard  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
townsmen  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  elected 
twice  as  treasurer 
of  Watervliet  vil- 
liage  by  large  ma¬ 
jorities  and  is  the 
present  incumbent 
of  that  office.  He 
is  Financial  Secre- 
a  member  of  the  Order 


OPERATING  ROOM  OF  THE  CROSS  STUDIO. 
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CROSS  STUDIO. 


As  proprietor  of  the  Cross  Studio,  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  pictures  with  which  this 
booklet  is  illustrated.  While  in  reproducing  a 
picture  by  the  halftone  process  considerable  of 
the  beauty  of  the  original  picture  is  lost,  the 
pictures  in  this  booklet  may  be  taken  as  a  fair 
sample  of  the  work  being  done  at  my  studio. 
It  has  been  my  object  since  I  purchased  the  gal¬ 
lery  in  1902  to  produce  work  of  the  highest  qual¬ 
ity  and  have  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  to 
attain  that  result. 

In  publishing  this  booklet  my  object  was  to 
bring  my  work  to  the  attention  of  a  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  people  as  well  as  to  create  an  interest  in 
our  beautiful  little  village  and  its  enterprises. 

Thanking  the  people  of  Watervliet  and 
vicinity  for  their  liberal  patronage,  and  the 
enterprising  citizens  who  have  assisted  in  the 
publication  of  this  booklet,  I  remain 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

G.  C.  CROSS. 


FIRST-CLASS  FARE  FROM  WATERVLIET  TO  SOME  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

THESE  FARES  WILL  VARY  ACCORDING  TO  THE  ROUTES  TAKEN. 


Mobile,  Ala - $  25.13 

Little  Rock,  Ark. _  21.19 

San  Francisco,  Cal -  75  63 

Denver,  Col -  32-63 

Hartford,  Conn.' _  18.70 

Wilmington,  Del _ 18.72 

Jacksonville.  Fla -  28.41 

Atlanta,  Ga _  22.56 

Boise,  Idaho -  57-83 

Chicago,  Ill -  3.13 

Indianapolis,  Ind. _  5.66 

Des  Moines,  la _  13-28 

Topeka,  Kas. _  17.00 

Louisville,  Ky -  9.16 

New  Orleans,  La -  23.13 

Bangor,  Me. -  27.53 

Baltimore,  Md -  18.21 


Boston,  Mass _  20.81 

St.  Paul,  Minn. _  14-63 

Jackson,  Miss. _ _  25.13 

St.  Louis,  Mo _  10.63 

Butte,  Mont _  47-^3 

Lincoln,  Neb _  i7-53 

Carson  City,  Nev _  67.63 

Manchester,  N.  H _  27.00 

Jersey  City,  N.  J. _  23.13 

New  York,  N.  Y _  21.13 

Raleigh,  N.  C _  25.65 

Fargo,  N.  D -  21.61 

Cleveland,  Ohio _  8.52 

Portland,  Ore _  64.63 

Philadelphia,  Penn _  19-65 

Providence,  R.  I _  20.71 

Charleston,  S.  C _  29.98 


Pierre,  S.  D _  24.68 

Memphis,  Tenn _  18.03 

Houston,  Tex _  34-28 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah _  45-63 

Burlington,  Vt _  21.64 

Richmond,  Va _  22.13 

Seattle,  Wash _  64.63 

Wheeling,  W.  Va _  14- 13 

Milwaukee,  Wis _  5.68 

Cheyenne,  Wyo _  31 -78 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich _  r.8i 

Lansing,  Mich _  3.11 

Detroit,  Mich _  4.22 

Petoskey,  Mich _  7.53 

Port  Huron,  Mich _  4.74 


77  02659  48 


X 

H 

U-< 

o 


w 


CO 

W 

O  < 

CO  p 

O  ^ 
^  Q 
H  W 

H  - 

>  D 

^  £ 

<  ^ 


o 

UJ 


■s 

h 

O) 

W 

h 

D 

O 

w 

K 

h 

O 

h 

O 

;z; 

H- ( 

Q 

Di 

o 

u 

u 

c 

> 

Pi 

> 

I— I 

c/3 

w 

Pi 

< 

Pi 

w 

c/3 

w 


to 

to 

CO 

to 

to 

to 

o 

to 

to 

lO 

H- 1 

CM 

CO 

lO 

l-H 

00 

00 

VO 

1— 1 

>0 

to 

VO 

q 

HH 

j— 1 

CO 

vq 

lO 

X 

X 

03 

d 

lo 

d 

to 

hH 

id 

i-H 

oo" 

d" 

d\ 

d 

03 

>-H 

CN 

M 

hH 

VO 

CN 

<N 

(N 

<N 

<N 

>— 1 

CM 

CM 

t/1 

c/3 

rt 


fl 

O 


a 

a 


3 

03 

O, 


CD 

O  _ 

PQ  CO 


c/) 

t/3 


a 

o 

c« 

U 

o3 


o 

h4 


CO 


c 

o 


<u 


XI 

0/ 


> 

0/ 

!z; 


-  o 


o 

u 

p 


rO  0^  ro  OO 

1-1  H-  CO  vO 


O 


(N 


lo  HH  >0  CM  CX3  00  00 

CM  CM  CO  I-I  I-H  CM 


w 

!z; 


Vh 

a; 

4-> 

C/3 

a> 

o 

a 

C3 


^  •  r-l  s.g  L. 

m  h-T  O  S 


VO  CO 
>o  CO 


CM 

CM 


u 

Pi 

o 

m 

1-1 

03 


lO 


>< 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

o 

1 

d 

1 

Q 

X 

O 

oJ 

Ut 

!zi 

O 

o 

C3 

X 

U) 

o** 

a 

03 

> 

•  ^ 

03 

bJO 

03 

> 

-M 

<v 

O 

Iz; 

o 

CO 

X 

CO 

o 

VO 

hH 

X 

<N 

o 

to 

id 

to 

rd 
»— 1 

di 

n 

P 

03 

Pi 

cti 

X 

A 

T! 

X 

oj 


CM 


^  a 

CO 


03 

O 

fl 

03 

X 

> 

O 


P 

o 

-t-J 

C/I 

03 

i-l 

Oj 


CO  CO  i-i 
H-i  lO  CN 


HH 


'M 

of  tk  Vill&i 

XatsTfM 

wsmilsd 


1 

eKt»iiK-i 


l1 

r 

13  f 

>T 

11^' 

II 

/o 

7 

f 

li. 

f 

If 

% 

'“i 

»  3 

r 

V 

\ 

**'  ■ 

7 

(0 

/Y 

1 

i¥i 

L  'H' 

13 

j  & 

i-v 

7 

/• 

1  S' 

1  7. 

MrATi.C 

/3- 

I' 

// 

'’“’f 

1  ^ 

?  ** 

r  ^ 

s 

1 

«ve,.. 

Li 

U- 

'k 

f  1 

?  1 

» 

■7 

£ 

FIRST-CLASS  FARE  FROM  WATERVLIET  TO  SOME  OE  THE  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 

IN  THE  UNITF.n 


Mobi 

Little 

San  1 

Denv 

Hartf 

Wilm 

J  acks( 

Atlani 

Boise, 

Chica^ 

Indian 

Des  M 

Topeki 

Louisv 

New  C 

Bangor 

Baltimc 


•■K^  -  •.-  )'(■  ).  V  t  f  ^  vj*' 


A, 


4  >  <« 

»  f 


>  -i. 


)»X? ’*■-4  > 


^  ^  ^-v 

>4:4 


’  ♦  X'  <.'^’^  <4  J  A  ■*-  Vcf  ^'4-^  #?’"'  i"" 


^-T 


1,  ^  't  >•  >■'■•/■■'■.;■?  ;,1(  ‘ 


7  ''"W  ^ 


•■  ?  l  S  X.  '* 


vj 


m-^i  - .  rT”  *'  V  ^  ^  i? 

^***,5*^?  t''^ 


■if 


!%’■<■  j  V  » x,->  > 


y.:. 

*  V~  ■■4-t,  f  ^ 

V  *  .'•v“  ?  ^  ‘  ' 

ir*  \  4^  r 


■i 


.4 


V," 


T 


'S.-S.yS-i* 


,'fv  -a-v 


V, 


^  p." 

V^p  ■'  I  .*  ■'''  ;  i-r 

■-■'V  ■  -r  ■?,??  ^'<1? 


L-.v:- 


■1 


¥  ■ 


r 


-  *  ■■■ 


n 


» 


ff  ■ 

f 

»s 


1 

I 


i!. 


i 


V 


t  A 


■3 

1 

% 

,< 


V 


